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The Background of Kawaii Culture

Marie Aizawa, Minoru Ohno

Kawaii merchandise and fashion are very popular among Japanese. NHK televises
“Tokyo Kawaii TV" every Sunday night. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs appointed
three “Kawaii Ambassadors’ to promote Japan's Kawaii pop culture all over the world.
What do we exactly mean by Kawaii? It has a wide range of meanings such as tiny,
little, cute, pretty, lovely, sweet, adorable, etc. This paper discusses the semiotic
characteristics of Kawaii, how young people perceive Kawaii, girls’ anime, the rapidly
spreading Kawaii culture overseas, and the advantages and disadvantages of Kawaii
culture.
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