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The different visages of the secular morality in education in the French Third Republic X

— E. Durkheim's moral education of his finalperiod 1 : The Elementary forms of Religious Life —

Kenji Ota

The Elementary Forms of Religious Life is the most voluminous work in Durkheim'’s
works,which isn't one of cultural anthropology or sociologie of Religion, but is all of his
studies of.moral science. He rather selected Religion than secular morality. This work is
consistent with his works in the early and middle period,and its point is philosopy,
epistemology and logic in {Introduction) and {Conclusion). In its {main subject), Soul,
Totemism, Taboo and a system of Faith are considered as rational, logical and
systematic, they are categorized in the epistemological problems.

Key Words : soul rites totemism sacredness moral being inseparable from Religion
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