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The Changes in the Idea of Children from Alice to Peter

Toshifumi Obara

The children's literature has been developed in the last two centuries and now has
established a significant status in literature. In England, especially, the famous works in
this field by significant writers were published between 1837 and 1914, an epoch making
period of children’s literature. This thesis tries to scrutinize the narrative characters of
the two representative works by Lewis Carroll and J.M. Barrie and to analyze the

differences and similarities these books have in their ideas of children.

Key Words : children’s literature, narrator, Alices Adventures in Wonderland, Peter and
Wendy
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So she was considering in her own mind (as well as she could, for the hot day made her feel
very sleepy and stupid), whether the pleasure of making a daisy-chain would be worth the trouble

of getting up and picking the daisies, when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her. »
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(for, you see, Alice had learned several things of this sort in her lessons in the schoolroom, and
though this was not a very good opportunity for showing off her knowledge, as there was no one to

listen to her, still it was good practice to say it over) 12
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All children, except one, grow up. They soon know that they will grow up, and the way Wendy
knew was this. One day when she was two years old she was playing in a garden, and she plucked
another flower and ran with it to her mother. I suppose she must have looked rather delightful, for
Mrs. Darling put her hand to her heart and cried, ‘Oh, why can't you remain like this for ever!’
This was all passed between them in the subject, but henceforth Wendy knew that she must grow

up. You always know after your are two. Two is the beginning of the end. ¥
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He remembered that you have to prove you dont know you have it before you are eligible for Pop.
With a cry of rage he raised his iron hand over Smee’s head: but he did not tear. What arrested

him was this reflection: “To claw a man because he is good form, what would that be?" ‘Bad form! **
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Off we skip like the most heartless things in the world, which is what children are, but so

attractive; and we have an entirely selfish time; and then when we have need of special attention,

we nobly return for it, confident that we shall be embraced instead of smacked. '
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