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Cool Japan Trend in the USA

Marie Aizawa Minoru Ohno Darin Garard Mikako Garard

In recent years, the Cool Japan trend has become increasingly visible overseas. Kelts
(2007) states that Japanese culture is regarded as cool and attractive in the United
States. In order to investigate further the Cool Japan trend, the authors interviewed staff
at Japanese animation companies, attended two comic conventions in the U.S. and asked
American students in California about what they think of Japanese popular cultural
items such as manga, anime, Japanese character merchandise, and popular
entertainment. This paper is written based on the first year survey results of a two-year
(2009-2010) joint research project.
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Japan is reinventing superpower - again. Instead of collapsing beneath its widely
reported political and economic misfortune, Japans global cultural influence has quietly
grown. From pop music to consumer electronics, architecture to fashion, and
animation to cuisine, Japan looks more like a cultural superpower today than it did in
the 1980s, when it was an economic one. But can Japan build on its mastery of
medium to project an equally powerful national message 9
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A cultural superpower needs a healthy economic base but not necessarily a healthy
economy. Perversely, recession may have boosted Japan's national cool, discrediting
Japan's rigid social hierarchy and empowering young entrepreneurs. It may also have
loosened the grip a big-business career track had over so much of Japan's work force,
who now face fewer social stigmas for experimenting with art, music, or any number

of similar, risky endeavors®’ .
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%1 Comic-Con International 1997 ~2008%E(C$ T 2SMEBDHE  (E:22010)

—— The number of attendees of San Diego Comic Convention from 1970 to 2008
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%2 ConnectiCon2009 “Anime You Should See : Basics Everyone's seen these”
Rym DeCoster & Scott Rubin (2009)

1. Cowboy Bebop 16. Satoshi Kon 31. Harlock et al.

2. Neon Genesis Evangelion 17. Perfect Blue 32. Astroboy

3. Hayao Miyazaki/Ghibli 18. Millenium Actress 33. Daicon Animation

4 . Lupin III 19. Tokyo Godfathers 34. Oddballs and the Rest

5. Lupin III: The Castle of | 20. Paprika 35. You might be surprised
Cagliostro 21. Paranoia Agent 36. Princess Tutu

6. Akira 22. Ghost in the Shell 37. No, we're not joking...
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