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Reconsidering “the Other” in the Public Sphere : the Politics of “the Other”

Makoto Yanai

The purpose of this paper is to reconsider the concept of “the other” in the public
sphere. I would like to discuss this issue referring to “the possibility of translation” from
religious term into secular one by Jurgen Habermas. First, I will survey the
characteristics of the public sphere from the viewpoint of social integration. Next, it will
be examined whether we can share a common standard with the other or not (the
commensurability or the incommensurability), contrasting with the arguments of Mouffe,
Derrida and Butler. This will lead to the problem of “diversity’ in the public sphere.
Reconsidering “the other” this way concerns the significance of the politics including the

other.
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