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Theory of disobedience and resistance [ 1] : Civil disobedience and its "citizens"

Makoto Yanai

The purpose of this paper is to reconsider the theory of disobedience and resistance in
the public sphere. First, I would like to make it clear to distinguish three perspectives:
1) citizens as “original position” (Rawls), 2) power and violence (Arendt), 3) legitimacy
of law (Habermas) . Next, Comparing those three perspectives in terms of “the public”
and “plurality”, I will characterize them as the correlational theory between
homogeneity and difference. So controversial topics appear: whether diversity and
plurality in public sphere is enough reasonable, and whether the concept of the public
conceals social discrimination, economic disparity, the suppression of human rights and
the elimination of certain communities and collectivities.
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