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Culture has three aspects, according as we look at it in Culture and Anarchy,
in Essays in Criticism, or in the abstract. It is in the first of these two books that
Culture shows to best advantage. And the reason is clear: Culture there stands
out against a background to which it is contrasted, a background of definite items
of ignorance, vulgarity and prejudice. As an invective against the crudities of the

industrialism of his time, the book is perfect of its kind. ¢
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Even when we read that Culture ‘is a study of perfection’, we do not at that
point raise an eyebrow to admire how much Culture appears to have arrogated
from Religion. For we have shortly before been hearing something about ‘the will

of God’; or of a joint firm called ‘reason and the will of God™ ?
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The whole scope of the essay is to recommend culture as the great help out of
our present difficulties; culture being a pursuit of our total perfection by means of
getting to know, on all the matters which most concern us, the best which has
been thought and said in the world; and through this knowledge, turning a stream
of fresh and free thought upon our stock notions and habits, which we now follow
staunchly but mechanically, vainly imaging that there is a virtue in following them
staunchly which makes up for the mischief of following them mechanically. This,
and this alone, is the scope of the following essay.
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Certainly we are no enemies of the Nonconformists; for, on the contrary, what
we aim at is their perfection. Culture, which is the study of perfection, leads us, as
we in the following pages have shown, to conceive of true human perfection as a
harmonious perfection, developing all sides of our humanity; and a general

perfection, developing all parts of our society.
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By ‘culture’, then I mean first of all what the anthropologists mean: the way of
life of a particular people living together in one place. That culture is made visible

in their arts, in their social system, in their habits and customs, in their religion. *¥
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We may go further and ask whether what we call the culture, and what we
call the religion, of a people are not different aspects of the same thing: the culture
being, essentially, the incarnation (so to speak) of the religion of a people. To put
the matter in this way may throw light on my reservations concerning the word

relation. ™
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Those groups formed of individuals apt for powers of government and
administration, will direct the public life of the nation; the individuals composing
them will be spoken of as ‘leaders’. There will be groups concerned with art, and
groups concerned with science, and groups concerned with philosophy, as well as

groups composing of men of action: and these groups are what we call élites. '¢
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Arnold is concerned primarily with the individual and the ‘perfection’ at
which he should aim. It is true that in his famous classification of ‘Barbarians,
Philistines, Populace’ he concerns himself with a critique of classes; but his
criticism is confined to an indictment of these classes for their shortcomings, and
does not proceed to consider what should be the proper function or ‘perfection’ of
each class. The effect, therefore, is to exhort the individuals who would attain the
peculiar kind of ‘perfection’ which Arnold calls ‘culture’, to rise superior to the

limitations of any class, rather than to realise its highest attainable ideals. '
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While it appears that progress in civilisation will bring into being more
specialised culture groups, we must not expect this development to be unattended
by perils. Cultural disintegration may ensue upon cultural sepecialisation: and it is
the most radical disintegration that a society can suffer. .. It must not be confused
with another malady, ossification into a caste, as in Hindu India, of what may have

been originally only a hierarchy of functions: %
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In any Christian society which can be imagined for the future — in what
M. Maritain calls a pluralist society — my ‘Community of Christians’ cannot be a
body of the definite vocational outline of the ‘clerisy’ of Coleridge: which, viewed
in a hundred years’ perspective, appears to approximate to the rigidity of a caste.
The Community of Christians is not an organization, but a body of indefinite
outliner; composed of both clergy and laity, of the more conscious, more spiritually
and intellectually developed of both. It will be their identity of belief and
aspiration, their background of a common system of education and a common
culture, which will enable them to influence and be influenced by each other, and

collectively to form the conscious mind and the conscience of the nation. ?
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I think that in the past the repository of this culture has been the élite, the
major part of which was drawn from the dominant class of the time, constituting
the primary consumers of the work of thought and art produced by the minority
members, who will have originated from various classes, including that class itself.
The units of this majority will, some of them, be individuals; others will be families.
But the individuals from the dominant class who compose the nucleus of the
cultural élite must not thereby be cut off from the class to which they belong, for

without their membership of that class they would not have their party to play. ?
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